
 
   Triennial 2000 Faculty & Presentation Data 
 
 
 
Dr. Paul Bell   Disability I   February 29th  8:45-9:45 a.m. 
    Disability II   March 4th        10:15-11 a.m. 
 
Dr. Bell Is VP and Medical Director of ING Reinsurance. He wrote the section on disability for 
Brackenridge and Elder’s Medical Selection of Life Risks. He served on the committee of the American 
Academy of Disability Evaluating Physicians in 1994 and was a faculty member for the 9th & 10th Triennial 
Courses.  Please see his CV for other invited speaking engagements on disability as well as his publications 
on disability.  
 
Dr. Shanklin Cannon  Oncology Overview  February 29th  7:45-8:45 a.m. 
    Oncology I   Several sessions 
 
Dr. Cannon was a highly rated member of the faculty of the 9th  & 10th Triennial Courses.  He completed a 
fellowship in oncology at Baylor College of Medicine and spent 2 years in cancer epidemiology in the 
Chronic Diseases Division, Bureau of Epidemiology, Centers for Disease Control.  He is board-certified in 
Internal Medicine, Oncology, and Insurance Medicine. Dr. Cannon was in private practice in medical 
Oncology prior to joining Northwestern Mutual Life, where he is Medical Director of Life 
Products/Research.   
 
Dr. Robert Coates  Alcohol and Substance Abuse Several sessions 
     
Dr. Coates was a highly rated member of the faculty of the 10th Triennial Course. He was in private practice 
in Internal Medicine in Minneapolis for 18 years and has worked at Allianz Life for 15 years. He was a 
lecturer on alcoholism and a tutor in the chemical dependency module for the Internal Medicine residents at 
Abbott-Northwestern Hospital. He also served on the hospital’s Chemical Dependency Committee and has 
done over 1000 physical exams on patients in the chemical dependency unit. Dr. Coates is board –certified 
in Internal Medicine and Insurance Medicine.  
           
Dr. Gordon Cumming  Congenital Heart Disease   March 4th  8-9 a.m. 
    lecture 
    Congenital Heart Disease  Several sessions 
 
Dr. Cumming was a Special Fellow in Cardiovascular Disease at The Cleveland Clinic from 1956-58 and 
became a Fellow, American College of Cardiology in 1970.  From 1958-1981 he was Head, Department of 
Cardiology, Children’s Hospital of Winnipeg.  He has been on the faculty of the Triennial Course over the 
years and has received excellent reviews.  His CV is replete with experience, research interests and he has 
published approximately 140 articles. 
 
Dr. David Duddleston  Acquired Heart Disease II  Several sessions 
 
Dr. Duddleston trained in Internal Medicine and was in private practice from 1985-1994.  He planned the 
scientific meetings for the Mississippi State Medical Association from 1992-1994.  He is currently a Vice 
President at Southern Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company.  Dr. Duddleston is a returning faculty 
member in this highly rated workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dr. Martin Engman  Mortality & International  March 2nd    8:45-9:45 a.m. 
                                                   Underwriting       
    Pulmonary Disorders  Several sessions 
    X-ray Conference   March 1st    7-8 p.m. 
 
Dr. Engman is board certified in Internal Medicine, Pulmonary Medicine, and Critical Care Medicine and 
is a Diplomat of the American Board of Sleep Medicine.  In 1995 he was the associate editor of The 
Journal of Insurance Medicine.  Dr. Engman has given several lectures since 1991 on underwriting topics 
and is Director of Medical Research at Lincoln National Reinsurance Company. His presentation on 
Mortality & International Underwriting received very favorable feedback at the 10th Triennial. He will 
revisit that topic and also join Dr. Richie in the Pulmonary Disorders workshop this time. 
 
Dr. Robert Frank, Jr.  MIB    March 4th  11 a.m.-noon 
Dr. Frank has a strong background in Insurance Medicine education and experience. He is the Education 
Vice President for AAIM and has served in a leadership capacity in several other areas having to do with 
education. He has 22 years of Insurance Medicine experience at Nationwide Insurance, where is now AVP-
Medical Director. 
 
Dr. Michael Fulks  Introduction to Mortality  February 28th   8-9 a.m. 
    Mortality Statistics  Several sessions 
 
Dr. Fulks joins the Triennial faculty with excellent credentials from his role as Director of the Introductory 
Course for new medical directors. He is board-certified in both Internal Medicine and Insurance Medicine.  
His work as VP and Medical Director of Merrill Lynch Insurance Group has included developing an 
underwriting approach for older age clientele, researching and writing their underwriting manual, and 
extensive training. 
 
Dr Elizabeth Gazda-Smith  Neurological & Psychiatric  Several sessions 

Disorders   
     

Dr. Gazda-Smith was in the private practice of Internal Medicine prior to joining The Prudential in 1990, 
where she is VP and Chief Medical Officer. She is board-certified in Internal Medicine and Insurance 
Medicine. Dr. Gazda-Smith has published a multitude of articles on a variety of topics in the field of 
Insurance Medicine. She has experience as a planner and moderator of an AAIM scientific program and has 
led a highly rated workshop at an AAIM annual meeting. 
 
Dr. Linda Goodwin  Neurological & Psychiatric  Several sessions 

Disorders 
 
Dr. Goodwin has spoken and written on a wide variety of topics throughout the industry, particularly in the 
field of Geriatric Medicine. She co-authored the section on “Underwriting the Elderly” in Medical 
Selection of Life Risks. She is board-certified in Internal Medicine, Insurance Medicine, and Geriatrics. Dr. 
Goodwin has seven years of experience in Insurance Medicine and is VP and Reinsurance Medical Director 
for Transamerica Reinsurance Company. 
 
Dr. Paul Hankwitz   Long Term Care &  March 4th   9-10 a.m. 
             Underwriting the Elderly 
    Renal Disorders &   Several sessions 

Hypertension 
 
Dr. Hankwitz trained in Internal Medicine and in 1988 had Geriatrics (Added Qualifications).  He is a 
member of the American Geriatrics Society.  He has also had some training in Nephrology. From 1992-
1995 he was a clinical professor of medicine (Geriatrics/Gerontology) at the Medical College of Wisconsin 
in Milwaukee. He is VP and Chief Medical Director at Transamerica Life.   
 
 



Dr. Wayne Heidenreich  Immunology/Rheumatology           Several sessions 
 
Dr. Heidenreich is a new faculty member who has written and spoken in the industry on the identification 
and mortality risks of connective tissue disease. He is board-certified in Internal Medicine and practiced 
Internal Medicine for 8 years before entering Insurance Medicine. He has 6 years of experience in 
Insurance Medicine and is a Medical Director at Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. 
 
Dr. RK Illango   Oncology II    Several sessions 
Dr. Illango is board-certified in Internal Medicine, Hematology and Insurance Medicine. He practice 
Hematology-Oncology for six years. He has been involved with Insurance Medicine since 1985 and is VP 
& Medical Director of Midland Life Insurance. He published an article on non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 
JIM and has received excellent reviews for his speaking on Hematology-Oncology topics in the industry. 
 
Dr. Robert Kinney  Acquired Heart Disease I  Several sessions 
Dr. Kinney is a new faculty member who has a quality teaching background in the Introductory Course in 
Insurance Medicine. He is board certified in both Internal Medicine and Insurance Medicine. Dr. Kinney 
has 7 years of experience in Insurance Medicine and is VP & Medical Director of Phoenix Home Life 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
 
Dr. Lorraine Kretchman  Gastrointestinal Disorders  Several sessions 
 
Dr. Kretchman is a returning faculty member who has done this workshop in 1991, 1994, & 1997.  She is 
currently working part-time for Reliastar and is also practicing Internal Medicine in Minneapolis.  She 
trained in Internal Medicine at Abbott-Northwestern Hospital in Minneapolis. Dr. Kretchman’s session has 
been consistently highly rated. 
 
Dr. Ross MacKenzie  Decision Making   March 2nd   7:45-8:45 a.m.     
    Acquired Heart Disease II  Several sessions 
 
Dr. MacKenzie has a specialty in Cardiology.  He was on the faculty of medicine at McGill University and 
was also Associate Professor of Medicine and Program Director for Cardiology at Dalhousie University 
until joining Sun Life in 1988. He is currently on the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Toronto and 
a Cardiologist at The Toronto Hospital. He is a past member of the Board of Governors of the American 
College of Cardiology and has done extensive research in the field of ischemic heart disease. Dr. 
MacKenzie has written the chapter on Coronary Heart Disease in the new edition of Brackenridge’s 
Medical Selection of Life Risks. He is a perennially highly rated faculty member for the Triennial Course. 
 
Dr. Alison Moy   Endocrinology lecture  March 3rd   8:45-9:45 a.m. 
    Endocrine Disorders  Several sessions 

 
Dr. Moy brings to her role as a new member of the faculty an exceptionally strong background in 
endocrinology. She completed a fellowship in Endocrinology, Diabetes, and Metabolism at Yale University 
in 1994. She was in the private practice of Internal Medicine, Endocrinology, Diabetes, and Metabolism 
prior to her entering Insurance Medicine. She is board-certified in Internal Medicine and in the American 
Board of Endocrinology, Diabetes, and Metabolism. Dr. Moy has spoken and written widely on topics in 
the fields of Endocrinology and Insurance Medicine. 
 
Dr. Thomas Murphy, Jr.  Renal Disorders &  Several sessions 
    Hypertension 
 
Dr. Murphy is a new faculty member with a strong background in Nephrology. He is board-certified in 
Internal Medicine, Nephrology, and Critical Care Medicine. He was in the private practice of Nephrology 
for 17 years prior to his entering the field of Insurance Medicine in 1994. He is VP-Medical Director of 
Jefferson-Pilot Financial.     
       
 



Dr. Robert Pokorski  Mortality Methodology &  February 28th 10:15-11:45 a.m. 
    Analysis lecture 

Medical Statistics   Several sessions 
 
Dr. Pokorski is VP of Worldwide Medical Research & Development for General & Cologne Life Re and is 
editor of Risk Insights. He has extensive experience the field of medical statistics and is a returning faculty 
member.  He was on the Editorial Board of Mortality and Morbidity Methodology, and reviewer for 
Journal of Insurance Medicine and International Editor of Journal of Insurance Medicine. He has written 
several articles and given several presentations on medical statistics in Insurance Medicine.  Please see his 
CV for details. 
 
Dr. Rodney Richie  Pulmonary Disorders  Several sessions 
    X-ray Conference   March 1st   7-8 p.m. 
 
Dr. Richie is board-certified in Internal Medicine and Pulmonary Disease. He practices Pulmonary Disease 
and Critical Care Medicine, is Medical Director of Texas Life, VP of Inpatient Medical Services (IMS), a 
national managed care company, Assistant Professor of Medicine at Baylor, and Associate Professor of 
Medicine at the University of Texas.  He is highly regarded for his knowledge and teaching skills both 
inside and outside the insurance industry.    
 
Dr. Nigel Roberts  Congenital Heart Disease  Several sessions 
Dr. Roberts is a new faculty member who has a strong background in Cardiology and Insurance Medicine. 
He is a Fellow of the American College of Cardiology and is the editor of the Journal of Insurance. He has 
held several executive positions in the field of Insurance Medicine and has a great interest and experience 
in education. Please see his CV for details. 
 
Dr. Nina Smith   Endocrine Disorders  Several sessions 
 
Dr. Smith has been on the faculty of the Triennial Course since 1991, and her workshop in Endocrine 
Disorders received highly favorable evaluations. She is board-certified in Internal Medicine and Insurance 
Medicine.  Dr. Smith has given several presentations at industry meetings on topics of diabetes. Please see 
her CV for titles of her many presentations and published articles. 
           
 
Dr. Susan Sokoloski  Oncology II   Several session 
 
Dr. Sokoloski is a returning faculty member who was highly rated in this workshop in 1997. She trained in 
anatomic and clinical pathology at The Hartford Hospital and is board-certified in Insurance Medicine. Dr. 
Sokoloski has extensive and varied experience in many aspects of Insurance Medicine, and has written and 
spoken on the topic of underwriting women’s health concerns. 
 
Dr. Patrick Snow   Immunology/Rheumatology Several sessions 

 
Dr. Snow is VP and Medical Director for Aid Association for Lutherans. He is board-certified in Family 
Practice and also in Insurance Medicine. Dr. Snow contributed to the current edition of Medical Selection 
of Life Risks and has authored articles in other industry publications. He is Secretary Treasurer of the Board 
of Insurance Medicine and a member of the ACLI Medical Section Board of Managers. 
 
Dr. John Swanson  Breast Cancer   March 3rd   7:45-8:45 a.m. 

Oncology I   Several sessions 
 
Dr. Swanson is a returning perennially highly rated faculty member for The Triennial Course.  His training 
is in Internal Medicine and pathology and he was in private practice of pathology from 1965-88.  He is 
board-certified in Anatomic Pathology, Clinical Pathology, and Insurance Medicine. He has been VP & 
Medical Director of Lutheran Brotherhood since 1983. Dr. Swanson is a frequent workshop instructor and 
platform speaker at industry meetings who highly regarded for his knowledge and teaching abilities. 



 
Dr. Clifton Titcomb, Jr.  Coronary Artery Disease  February 28th  9-10 a.m. 
    lecture 
    Acquired Heart Disease I  Several sessions 
Dr. Titcomb practiced Internal Medicine at a large staff model HMO prior to his entering the field of 
Insurance Medicine in 1988. He is board-certified in both Internal Medicine and Insurance Medicine. He is 
an instructor for the Basic Mortality Methodology Course of AAIM. He is Second VP & Medical Director 
at Lincoln National Reinsurance, where his duties include life reinsurance underwriting, medical research 
and manual revision. His research and presentations on coronary artery disease are highly regarded. 
 
Dr. Fran Watson   Gastrointestinal Disorders  Several sessions 
 
Dr. Watson is a returning faculty member from past Triennial Courses who will be working again with Dr. 
Kretchman in their highly rated workshop. She is past Co-Director of the Triennial Course and has 12 years 
of experience in Insurance Medicine. Dr.Watson is board certified in Internal Medicine and Insurance 
Medicine. 
           
Dr. Robert Watson  Alcohol and Substance Abuse Several sessions 
 
Dr. Watson is a returning faculty member with a background of comprehensive work in the chemical 
dependency unit at Abbott-Northwestern Hospital in Minneapolis, where he was also Chair of the Chemical 
Dependency Committee. Dr. Watson is board-certified in Internal Medicine and Insurance Medicine, and 
he has been with Allianz Life since 1980. He has given industry presentations on the mortality of alcohol 
abuse and substance abuse. 
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